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We Believe 
 

Human Life is Sacred. 

  

We are called to family, 

community and participation  

 

Every person has a 

fundamental right to life and 

to those things necessary for 

human dignity. 

 

The needs of the poor and 

vulnerable come first. 

 

Work has dignity and the 

economy must serve people, 

not the other way around. 

 

We are one human family 

whatever our national, racial, 

ethnic, economic and 

ideological differences. 

     

Care for the earth and the 

environment is an expression 

of our love for God’s creation. 

 

These seven themes 

are at the heart of  

our Catholic Social Teaching   

www.usccb.org 

 

“But to each is given the 

Manifestation of the Spirit 

for the Common Good.” 

 1 Corinthians 12:7 

THE WORKS OF MERCY 

 
Pope Francis launched the Jubilee Year of Mercy 

on December 8, 2015 with the opening of the 

Vatican Holy Door.  The Year of Mercy reminds us 

that mercy is not only shown by God.  It should 

also be shown by us.  We who have experienced 

mercy must in turn grant it to others.  From Pope 

Francis: “Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, let us 

be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His 

love to transform our lives, too, and let us become 

agents of this mercy.” 

 

Mercy, however, does not ignore justice.  From 

Pope Francis:  “True mercy, the mercy God gives 

to us and teaches us, demands justice, it demands 

that the poor find the way to be poor no longer.” 

 

According to the Catechism, “The works of mercy 

are charitable actions by which we come to the aid 

of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily 

necessities.” (No. 2447) 

 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY 

 

Feed the hungry   -   Give drink to the thirsty   -

Clothe the naked   -   Shelter the homeless   -  

Visit the Sick   -   Visit the imprisoned   -    

Bury the dead. 

 

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY 

 

Admonish the sinner   -   Instruct the ignorant   -   

Counsel the doubtful   -  Comfort the sorrowful  -

Bear wrongs patiently   -   Forgive all injuries   -   

Pray for the living and the dead. 

 


